[Morphological liver changes of chronic hepatitis C in antiretroviral-naive HIV-infected patients].
The aim of the study was evaluation of morphological exponents of chronic hepatitis C in naive HIV/HCV co-infected patients. Investigation were performed in 61 patients with chronic hepatitis C, 21 HIV co-infected. HIV-HCV co-infected patients were included to group I. There were 7 females and 14 males (mean age 31.5 years). In group II there were 40 patients with chronic hepatitis C HIV-seronegatives. There were 22 females and 18 males (mean age 40.1 years). In all patients medical history, physical examination, some laboratory tests (ALT activity, HCV viral load) and histological examination of liver biopsy specimens were performed. In patients from group I HIV viral load and CD4 count were assessed. Among HCV infected (group II) higher biochemical activity of the disease and more intense inflammatory changes and fibrosis in the liver were detected. In group HIV/HCV co-infected 2-times higher values of HCV viral load were detected. There were no connections with morphological liver picture and HCV viral load in these patients. There were no connections between the grade of immunodeficiency and advancing of morphological changes in the liver. So grading as staging were similar, independent on lymphocyte CD4 count. In the light of performed investigations it was revealed that HIV not accelerate the natural history of chronic hepatitis C. The grade of immunodeficiency measured by CD4 count seems to no influence on advancing of morphological changes in the liver in naive patients.